
 

JUSTIN R. mCcARTHY 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

310 NORTH MAIN STREET 

EAST LONGMEADOW, MA 01028 

 
Jeanne R. Quaglietti         February 10, 2022 
Town Clerk/Town Council Clerk 
60 Center Square 
East Longmeadow, MA 01028 
 
RE:  Legal Notice 
 
Ms. Qualietti, 
 
Today I received Attorney Belcher-Timme’s letter rejecting the initiative petition that I submitted to the town 
pursuant to Article 8-3 of our Charter. 
 
His letter fails to comply with Article 8-3(b) which states, “If the opinion of the Town Attorney is that the measure is 
not in proper form, the reply shall state the reasons for this opinion, in full.” 
 
Mr. Belcher-Timme’s letter does not cite any Charter article or State law as a basis for his opinion that “adoption 
[of the initiative] in its present form by the Town Council would be ineffective and impermissible.” 
 
Additionally, his statement that “State law requires that members of a board of health in a city…be appointed, 
rather than elected” is incorrect. 
 
He cites M.G.L. c. 111, § 26 as grounds for this assertion.  That statute states, “Unless otherwise provided in 
the city charter, the members shall be appointed by the mayor.”  Emphasis added.  Thus, a town charter may 
adopt methods other than appointment for the selection of health board members.  
 
The same statute states, “Boards of health in towns shall be chosen as provided in chapter forty-one.”  That 
chapter clearly states that health board members may be elected: 
 

Every town at its annual meeting shall…choose by ballot from its registered voters the following town 
officers for the following terms of office:…Three or more members of the board of health for the term 
of one or more years if the town provides for such board, otherwise the selectmen shall act as a board 
of health. 

 
Therefore, whether East Longmeadow is defined as a “city” or a “town,” its health board may be elected.   
 
Please have your attorney comply with Article 8-3(b) of the Charter by providing a full written explanation—
containing all applicable Charter articles and State laws—for his rejection of my initiative.  
 
If I do not receive an adequate response within the next ten days, I will file a complaint in Hampden County 
Superior Court seeking judicial intervention. 

         Sincerely, 
          
         /S/ Justin R. McCarthy 
          
         Justin R. McCarthy 
 

 (p) 413-525-5600        
 (f) 413-647-0018         

 justin@jrmccarthy.com     
 www.jrmccarthy-law.com  


